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In 2006 the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) released Ontario’s first Policy Framework for Child and Youth Mental Health.  Entitled A Shared Responsibility, the Framework sets the strategic direction for change in the delivery of child and youth mental health services and supports over the next decade.

A product of cross-sectoral collaboration, which included one year of province-wide discussions with over 300 participants from a very wide range of government and community partners, the framework articulates four overarching goals:

· a coordinated, collaborative and integrated system

· timely access to services for children, youth and their families/caregivers
· enhanced ability to respond to child and youth mental health issues at all levels of need
· an accountable, well-managed sector.
The framework recognizes that child and youth mental health is a shared responsibility. It is designed to foster collaboration amongst everyone who shares responsibility for the healthy development of Ontario's children and youth: families/caregivers, schools, communities, service providers, government and all child- and youth-serving sectors.
To learn more about Ontario’s Policy Framework for Child and Youth Mental Health, please visit www.gov.on.ca/children/english/resources/needs/STEL02_179873.html
Continuum of Needs-based services and supports

The framework is based on a key concept: a Continuum of needs-based services and supports. The Continuum recognizes that mental health services and supports range from functions such as health promotion/illness prevention for children who are not currently experiencing mental health problems, through to functions related to highly specialized services to address children with severe, complex needs. 
CONTINUUM OF NEEDS-BASED SERVICES AND SUPPORTS

	Target Population
	A. The general school population in regular classrooms who would receive universal prevention programs such as Character Education.
	B. Students  in regular classrooms  identified as being at risk for, or who are experiencing, mental health problems that affect their functioning in some areas, such as at home, school and/or in the community. These students may be receiving itinerant support or participating in a targeted program, individually or in a group.
	C. Students who are experiencing significant mental health problems/illness that affect their functioning in some areas, such as at home, school and/or in the community.  These students may be in a full-time behaviour class or alternative program/schools.
	D. Students
experiencing the most severe, complex, rare or persistent diagnosable mental illness that significantly impair their functioning in most areas, such as at home, school and in the community


Students and their families/caregivers may enter the Continuum at any point and may access services and supports of varying intensities at different times, or need several at one time. 
Mental health services in Ontario’s schools
The Ministry of Education and MCYS have developed this Mapping Tool to support school boards in mapping the range of programs they provide to support student mental health in their boards within the Policy Framework.  
It is recognized that schools in Ontario offer a range of programs and services to support the mental health of all students, including for example character education programs that could be classified as health promotion targeted to all students (column A. of the Continuum). It is also recognized that, while some students in the education system may be presenting with severe, highly complex mental health issues (column D. of the Continuum), the majority of students in the education sector fall in the Continuum (columns A. B. and C.)
General Instructions:

· School boards are requested to complete this survey focused on the supports they delivered in school boards or through partnerships (excluding Section 23) in the 2007/08 school year that addresses the mid-range of the Continuum (Columns B and C) in the 2007/08 school year. 

· For the purpose of this exercise, please do not include section 23 classrooms.

· Please return this completed survey to Mel Solman, mel.a.solman@ontario.ca  by [July 18 2008]

Section A: General Information
School Board Name: 

Ministry of Education region in which this service provider is located:

	
	Toronto and area
	
	Barrie

	
	London
	
	North Bay/Sudbury

	
	Ottawa
	
	Thunder Bay


School Board contact information:

	Director Name
	

	No. and Street
	

	City/Town/Village
	

	Postal Code
	


	Phone
	

	E-mail
	

	Supervisory Officer Contact  
	

	No. and Street 
	

	City/Town/Village
	

	Postal Code
	

	Phone                                     
	

	E-mail
	


Section B: Program Information 
To the extent possible, please provide information about programs and services offered in your board related to columns B and C of the Continuum chart above. If necessary, add rows to describe additional programs.
	
	(Describe for example, a general description of the purpose of the program or service , whether the program or service is a “generic” mental health program or service or one that addresses a specific presenting behaviour/disorder
	(Using the Continuum above, indicate whether

 the program or service is designed to serve
  students in B. or  C. target population(s)
	Indicate the number of students served in the 07-08 school year. (Estimate if necessary)
	Function of program*

	[Insert name of] Program 1
	
	
	
	

	[Insert name of] Program 2
	
	
	
	


* Function can refer to Assessment, Early Intervention, Early Identification, Crisis Intervention, Intervention, Intensive Intervention
Section C: Partnerships
Please describe the partnerships that the district school board has entered into to support its student mental health programs and services for students (excluding Section 23 programs).  
	Program or Service
	Brief Description of Partnership

	
	1. Indicate with whom, such as with Child Treatment Centre, Friendship Centre, hospital, public health unit, youth justice, police, faith-based organization, child care centre, children’s aid society, community care access, mental health service provider, other.

2. Briefly describe the type of partnership,  (e.g. case collaboration, integrated service delivery, professional learning, resource sharing, etc.)

	[Insert name of] P 1
	

	[Insert name of] P 2
	

	[Insert name of] P 3
	


Section D: Challenges and Issues
Please rank your top three challenges/issues in meeting the mental health needs of students in your district school board:

	Challenge/issue
	Rank top 3 (in order of priority)
	Comments

	
	
	

	Coordination of service delivery
	
	

	Communication Protocols
	
	

	Service Navigation
	
	

	Community Supports
	
	

	Access to Service
	
	

	Parent engagement
	
	

	Transition Planning
	
	

	Professional Training
	
	

	Other______
	
	


Any final comments?

	Please provide any additional information you think is important to describe the community context of the   mental health programs and services for students delivered by your board.



Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
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